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Questions at the defense: 

 

1. Please summarize what your dissertation is about in 5 – 10 sentences. Can you explain   

how you   came to choose this topic and what your inspiration was behind this study?  

2. How did you design your research study?  

3. What methodology have you chosen in your research and why?  

4. What about your key findings?  

5. What conclusions have you drawn at the end of your dissertation? 

 

Evaluation of the other Board members: 

 
In his dissertation, Marcus explored the connection between the effectiveness of digital 
marketing and the recent introduction of stricter data protection regulations in the EU (GDPR). 
The thesis examines the subject both from a business perspective, as well as from the 
individual user’s point of view. The research aims to establish the key factors contributing to 
effective digital marketing in this new era.  
The author carried out a thorough literature review before conducting his primary 
research.  He used separate surveys targeting four different stakeholder groups: digital 
marketing experts, data protection experts, business owners and private internet users. The 
quantitative method was augmented by two expert interviews. The author explained the 
privacy paradox and analyzed the approaches of Facebook and Linked-in towards user privacy. 
Based on the research, the key components of effective digital marketing in the era of the 
GDPR have been successfully identified.  
The summary and conclusions were solid and substantiated, with the author adding his own 
assessments and views. The presentation was clear, focused and engaging. Great work, well 
done! 
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1.The dissertation defense  has professionally and creatively covered the content of     

   the academic piece of work.  

2.The research approach has been well grounded, supported by sufficient theoretical  

   background.  

3.The research proposal is academically developed, reflects a thorough and feasible  

   research plan. 

4.The available research methods have been thoroughly considered and assessed,  

   the most efficient ones applied in the presentation.  

5.The evaluation of the research methods, techniques and findings proves the  

   remarkably high level of knowledge in the field.  

6.The structure and main points of your argument are stated explicitly and clearly at  

   the outset and again in summary.  

7.The conference dissertation defense has led to valid conclusions which have been  

   analysed progressively. 

8.The conclusions and  results have been presented clearly. 
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